—

State Library of Pennsylvania

Kathy Hale
State Library of PA
— (717) 787-2327

®=Y | ale@state.pa.us



What Is the State Library?

State Library Organization
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What’s at the State Library?

Main Reading Room

Genealogy Reading
Room

Newspaper Room

Law/Government
Docs




Main Reading Room

e Over 900,000
monographs on a wide
variety of subjects

e Over 3000 periodicals
and 5000 maps

o Materials cover from
1800’s to present
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Genealogy Reading Room

e County histories of all 67
counties

 Family histories with a
card catalog index of
previously researched
families

e U.S. Census for PA from
1790-1930

e Immigration lists,
Business Census and City
Directories




Newspaper Room

* Newspapers from each
of 67 counties dating
back to 1700’s

* English speaking
foreign papers such as
the London Times

« Database searching
capabilities




| aw/Government Documents

e Laws from all 50 states

e Wide variety of law
periodicals and books on
subjects concerning the
law

* Regional Federal
Depository

e Pennsylvania Depository




POWER Library

 Full text Databases
available through
Local Public Library

e Access to over
100,000 articles from
various periodicals,
newspapers and photo
archives




Some Important Numbers

ra-reference@state.pa.us



mailto:ra-reference@state.pa.us




Historical Census Data

Finding the past

Kathy Hale, M.L.S.
Government Documents Librarian

State Library of Pennsylvania



What 1s out there?

What kinds of resources are out there?

What kind of information Is in these
sources?

Where can these sources be found?

Are there electronic sources or is everything
In books?



What kind of information are you
seeking?

e Federal

o State

e Local

o Health statistics
* Population

e Housing




Federal Information

. U.S. CENSUS ( )

e Much of the pre-1990 material is not
avallable free on the web

* Reliance on Federal Depository libraries


http://www.census.gov/

Federal Depository Library
Program

e QOver 2500 federal
depository libraries

e Find at

o Two types: Selectives
(Collect smaller
percentage) and Regional

« The State Library of
Pennsvivania is the



http://www.gpoaccess.gov/libraries.html
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/libraries.html

State Information

e Historical Index
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Bloomsburg

the years Clarion

Slippery Rock

: West Chester
Indiana

Use Pennsylvania Atlas e A
of Historical County Calforni e
Boundaries by John

H. Long




County Information

 National Association of Counties (NACO)

has total census figure for county on
website for each county


http://www.naco.org/
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Tha Voice of America’s Counties

About Counties > [ About NAGo, > |;
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¥ Learn About Counties

About Counties
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Horme — About Counties Find a County

Dauphin County, PA NACo Member

P. O, Box 1295
County Courthousze

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1295 R Bl AL 2005

Fax: (717)257-1604

County Populations

County Seat: Harrizburg

Year Organized: 1735

Square Miles: 525 # Places in Dauphin County
Size of Board: 2 ® Census Bureau Quick Facks
MSA: Harrishurg-Carlisle, PA Metropolitan

Statiztical Area

Elected County Officials
Name  Jpositon |

Darninic DiFrancesco Carmrmissionear

George Harbwick II1 Cormrmissioner

Jeffrey Haste Cornrissioner, Chair

John Lotwick County Sheriff

Stave Shaver Director of Emeargency Management




|_ocal Information

Historical Societies
Court Houses

Federal Depository Libraries, especially
Regional

The hardest to come by, especially
historically



Population

 Remember that each decennial Census
asked different questions and may not
compare the same information

e Questions are asked about different
population groups at each decennial census
so there might not be information on the
demographic group that you are asking
about



Web resources

« University of Virginia

o U.S. Census — special tables

« National Historic Geographic Information (NHGIS)


http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/collections/stats/histcensus/
http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html
http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html
http://freegeographytools.com/2007/historical-census-data-from-the-national-historical-geographic-information-system
http://freegeographytools.com/2007/historical-census-data-from-the-national-historical-geographic-information-system
http://freegeographytools.com/2007/historical-census-data-from-the-national-historical-geographic-information-system

Different types of historical
Census

« Agricultural Census

 Social Explorer (subscription for data)

o Statistical Abstract


http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Historical_Publications/index.asp
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Historical_Publications/index.asp
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/maps/map3.aspx?g=0,20,16
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/past_years.html




STUMPED?

State Library of Pennsylvania

Callus @ 783-5950 0
-- or emaill form

INFORMATION i1s OUR BUSINESS !



http://www.education.state.pa.us/
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