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More than $400 billion dollars annually in 
federal grants and direct assistance allocated 
based on Census information. 

    -Decennial Census 

    -Population Estimates 

    -American Community Survey 

    -Other Census Surveys 

 

Federal Funding from Census 

Information 

 



 

10 Largest Federal Programs that use 

Population and Income data as factors 

 
• Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid) 

• Unemployment Insurance 

• Highway Planning and Construction 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

• Federal Pell Grant Program 

• Title 1 Grants to Local Educational Agencies 

• Special Education Grants to States 

• National School Lunch Program 

• Head Start 

 



Census Information 

THEN… 

• Census 2000 used 2 forms  

 “short” form – basic demographic and 
housing information 

 “long” form – collected the same information 
as the short form but also collected more in-
depth information such as income, education, 
and language spoken at home 
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Census Information, NOW … 
2010 Census and 

the American Community Survey  

• 2010 Census focused on counting the U.S. population 

• The sample data are now collected in the ACS 

• Puerto Rico is the only U.S. territory where the ACS is 
conducted 

• 2010 Census used a long form for U.S. territories such 
as Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands 

• Same “short form” questions asked on the ACS 
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American Community Survey  
Content: 

  SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 

      ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

           DEMOGRAPHICS         
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American Community Survey  
Social Characteristics 
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 Education   Place of Birth 

 Marital Status  Citizenship 

 Fertility    Year of Entry 

Veterans   Disability Status    

  Language Spoken at Home 

      Ancestry / Tribal Affiliation 

     Grandparent Caregivers  

  



American Community Survey 
Economic Characteristics 

•   Income 

•   Benefits 

•   Employment Status 

•   Occupation 

•   Industry 

•   Commuting to Work 

•   Place of Work  
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American Community Survey  
Housing Characteristics 

• Tenure 

• Occupancy & 

Structure 

• Housing Value 

• Taxes & Insurance 

• Utilities 

• Mortgage/Monthly 

Rent  
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American Community Survey  
Demographic Characteristics 

• Sex 

• Age 

• Race 

• Hispanic Origin 
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Decennial Census 

Short Form Only! 

• In Census 2000, 1 in 6 households received the 53 
question, 40 page “long form” 

    -Detailed social, economic & housing info 

• 2010 Census was SHORT FORM ONLY! 
    -10 Questions 

• 2010 Questionnaire Topics 
-Name   -Race    -Housing Tenure 

-Sex   -Ethnicity   -Housing Relationship 

-Age 

 

 

 



American Community Survey 

• Social and Economic information every year rather than 
just once a decade 

• Took the place of the census long form (2005) 

• At the start of each month, the questionnaire is mailed to 
a scientifically selected random sample of  household in 
counties throughout the Nation 

• The Census will continue to conduct a short-form-only 
Census ever 10 years 

• NOT A COUNT! VIEW TRENDS! USE PERCENTAGES! 



 

American Community Survey 

 CURRENT DATA AVAILABLE FOR 2009* 
 

• Released for the first time in 2010, data is currently available 
for areas with a population of 20,000 or less 

 

  -Areas with a population 65,000+ : 1-year estimates 
     (data avail. For 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009) 
  -Areas with a population 20,000+ : 3-year estimates 
         (data avail. For 2005-07 and 2006-08, 2007-2009) 
     -Areas below 20,000 
           5-year estimates (2005-2009) 
   (incl. census tracts & block groups) 
  
 *2010 ACS  will be available Fall 2011.  1-year ACS release beginning 9/22/11     



Remember … 2010 Census 

SF 1 (100% Data) 
• Household Relationship 

• Sex 

• Age 

• Hispanic or Latino Origin 

• Race 

• Tenure (own/rent) 

• Vacancy characteristics 
 



 

2010 Census - SF 1 (100% Data) 

 
• Summary File 1 

• Summary File 2: Cross references detailed 
race, ethnic, and ancestry groups with all 
data subjects in SF1 

 

 

This data currently being released by the 2010 Census 

 



SF 3 (Sample Data)* 

 Population 

           -Marital Status 
 -Place of birth, citizenship, entry year 
 -School Enrollment/Ed. Attainment 
 -Ancestry 
 -Migration 
 -Language spoken 
 -Veteran status 
 -Disability 
 -Grandparents as caregivers 
 -Labor force status 
 -Place of work, journey to  work 
 -Occupation, industry,  class of 
worker 
 -Work status in 1999 
 -Income in 1999 
 -Poverty status 

 

*re: Census 2000/Now, sample data in ACS!  

  

 

Housing 

      -Value of home or monthly rent paid -
Units in structure    

       -Year structure built   

       -Number of rooms and number of   
bedrooms  

        -Year moved into residence   

        -Plumbing and kitchen facilities  

        -Telephone service    

        -Vehicles available    

         -Heating fuel    

         -Farm residence    

         -Utilities, mortgage, taxes, 
 Insurance and    fuel costs 

 



SF 3 (Sample Data) 

• Summary File 3  

• Summary File 4: Cross references 
detailed race, ethnic, and ancestry groups 
with all data subjects in SF3 

 

    NOW…SF3 & SF4 data 
collected in the ACS only! 
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ACS DATA PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS 



 

Contact Information 

 
Philadelphia Regional Office  

833 Chestnut Street, Suite 504 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

215-717-1800 
 
Follow us on Twitter at: 

http://twitter.com/uscb_philly 
 

Fan us on Facebook at: 
facebook.com/Philly.CensusBureau 


